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The Chameleon Family

All chameleons belong to the family Chameleonidae, which is divided into two subfamilies.  The “typical” and the dwarf chameleons are contained in the subfamily Chameleoninae, while the leaf chameleons are members of the subfamily Brookesiinae. 

The genera contained in the subfamily Chameleoninae are the Chamaeleo, bradypodion, Calumma, and Furcifer (the genus Chamaeleo is divided into two subgenera: chamaeleo and triocerus).  These, the typical and the dwarf chameleons, all move rather quickly, are arboreal, and more capable of changing colour, and have proportionately longer, more prehensile tail than their predominantly terrestrial, leaf like cousins.  Males can be quite aggressive toward their own and closely related species.

The subfamily Brookesiinae contains only two genera of leaf chameleons, Brookesia and Rhampholeon.  All leaf chameleons are diminutive and are also referred to as “stump-tailed chameleons”.  They are slow - moving, cryptic lizards that are characterised by their short, weakly prehensile tail, small size, and inability to undergo dramatic colour changes.  All have relatively benign dispositions.

